CHAPTER    V

THE   MAN  HITLER

IT is difficult to judge a man fairly, even when one
knows the innermost recesses of his mind. When that
man is one's enemy and the object of one's most bitter
feelings the task is peculiarly difficult. To analyse ob-
jectively a being destined by circumstances to become
the instrument of history one must above all be able to
distinguish between the man and his mission.

A biographer of a Cromwell or a Robespierre who
restricted himself to his hero's personality might very
easily falsify history without deviating an inch from the
truth.

The drama which we are witnessing in Germany is
that of a revolution which has so far only reached its
second stage. The years from 1920 to 1930 was the
period of preparation. This period had its philosophers,
its writers and their apostles, its small-scale Encyclo-,
paedists, among whom Moller van den Brack, whom I
have compared to Rousseau, was an eminent figure.

The next period is the period of destruction, when
the earth trembles, the foundations of the old order are
shaken and the world is given over to fire and the
sword. This is the truly revolutionary period, a period
which must inevitably give place to a period of recon-
struction and consolidation.

Here we will consider only Adolf Hitler. We will
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